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Professional Experience 

 
Associate Director, Water Program – The Nature Conservancy, California Sept. 2019 – present 

• Program and strategic lead for TNC California’s wildlife-friendly agriculture strategy for the water 
program, focused advancing water and land management solutions to make California’s agricultural 
landscapes more biodiverse, climate resilient, carbon neutral, and sustainable. 
 

Lead Scientist – The Nature Conservancy, California Mar. 2013 – Sept. 2019 
• Provided scientific leadership for agricultural sustainability and forest conservation issues statewide 

 
Director of Conservation – Audubon California Apr. 2012 – Mar. 2013 

o Strategic and operational leader for working lands, coastal, and marine conservation programs 
 

Director, Migratory Bird Conservation Program – Audubon California Dec. 2008 – Apr. 2012 
o Project Director for program focused on working with farmers to implement alternative agricultural land 

management practices to enhance habitat value for migratory waterbirds on the Pacific Flyway 
 

Ecologist – Audubon California      Oct. 2006 – Dec. 2008 
o Developed and managed research programs for natural habitat restoration on farms and ranches 

 
Researcher – Information Center for the Environment      Mar. 2005 – Dec. 2006 

o Responsible for development a Geographic Information System database used to evaluate vegetation 
change across approximately 30,000 km2 in the Sierra Nevada of California over a 150-year time span in 
response to climate change 

 
Wildlife Biologist/Project Manager – LSA Associates Inc.      Apr. 2002 – Sept. 2003 

o Led wildlife surveys and environmental assessments for development projects 
 
Natural Resources Specialist – U.S. Naval Station, Seal Beach      Apr. 1992 – Mar. 1997 

o Managed natural resources and endangered species protection on 14,000 acres of federal land, including 
oversight of agricultural leases on 12,000 acres of row-crop agriculture and grazing land 

 
Education 
 

o Ph.D., Animal Behavior and Ecology, University of California, Davis  December 2008 
o Ph.D. Student, Ecology, Princeton University      1998 – 1999 
o M.S., Biology, California State University, Long Beach     August 1998 
o B.A., Environmental Conservation, University of Colorado    August 1990 
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